English 9 Text Structures Unit


Name: _______________________










Period: _________________

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURES
DIRECTIONS:  Read the following paragraphs.  If the paragraph contains a topic sentence, underline it!  If it contains a clincher sentence, underline it, too!  Determine what type of arrangement order is used.

	     The Wellness Center at Oklahoma City Community College provides several facilities designed to keep students and staff physically fit.  For example, the weight room is packed with machines and free weights for those who are interested in strength training.  It also offers step machines, stationary, bicycles, and tread mills for cardiovascular exercise.  Another facility is the Olympic-sized swimming pool.  Students and staff can swim laps or take a water-aerobics class.  A final example is the gymnasium, where students can go to play basketball, volleyball, or even tennis.  With all these facilities, no one has an excuse to be out of shape!


1.  What is the organizational structure of this paragraph? ________________________________

2.  Underline the transitional words/phrases that serve as your context clues.

	  I was a goody-two-shoes all through school.  I wanted my teachers to like me.  I learned commas, colons, semicolons.  I wrote compositions with clear sentences that were dull and boring.  Nowhere was there an original thought or genuine feeling.  I was eager to give the teachers what I thought they wanted.  In college I was in love with literature.  I mean wild about it.  I typed poems by Gerard Manley Hopkins over and over again so I could memorize them.  I read John Milton, Shelley, Keats aloud and then swooned on my narrow bed in the dormitory...I secretly wanted to marry a poet.  After I graduated college and discovered that no one was going to hire me to read novels and swoon over poetry, three friends and I started a restaurant.  

                                                                                                                      Natalie Goldberg,

                                                                                                                       Writing Down the Bones 


3.  What is the organizational structure of this paragraph? ________________________________
4.  Underline the transitional words/phrases that serve as your context clues.
	     I said before that at this point you pushed a wooden door and found yourself in the kitchen, behind the fireplace, at the foot of the circular staircase that led to the scriptorium.  And just as we were pushing that door, we heard to our left some muffled sounds within the wall.  They came from the wall beside the door, where the row of niches with skulls and bones ended.  Instead of a last niche, there was a stretch of blank wall of large squared blocks of stone, with an old plaque in the center that had some worn monograms carved on it.  The sounds came, it seemed, from behind the plaque, or else from above the plaque, partly beyond the wall, and partly almost over our heads.

                                                                                                        Umberto Eco, The Name of the Rose


5.  What is the organizational structure of this paragraph? ________________________________
6.  Underline the transitional words/phrases that serve as your context clues.
	     Fishermen can be categorized according to the extent of their dedication.  The first group consists of those with the short attention span (possibly A.D.D.).  Another type is the serious fisherman.  The obsessed anglers make up the final category.  This fisherman thinks fish, breathes fish, and smells like a fish!


7.  What is the organizational structure of this paragraph? ________________________________ 
8.  Underline the transitional words/phrases that serve as your context clues.
	     The potato has had a major historical impact on Ireland. In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the average Irish citizen planted potatoes and ate about 10 pounds of potatoes a day—and little else.  On this diet, the Irish population nearly tripled from the middle of the eighteenth century to just about the middle of the nineteenth century.  But depending on only one food was dangerous. When the potato blight hit Europe in 1845, the results were devastating in Ireland. There, the potato famine meant more than starvation that year.  It meant no seed potatoes to use to grow the next year's crop.  It meant that the pig or cow that would usually have been sold to pay the rent had to be slaughtered, because there was nothing to fatten it on.  No pig or cow meant no rent. No rent meant eviction.  As a result, homelessness and disease followed on the heels of hunger.  Almost a million Irish people died as a result of the potato blight.  Another million moved to the United States.


9.  What is the organizational structure of this paragraph? ________________________________
10. Underline the transitional words/phrases that serve as your context clues.
	     Coco Puff's face concealed his sweet nature and portrayed him as a fighter.  The Shar Pei's head was broad, his snout smashed in as if he had been punched squarely in the nose.  Folds of sagging skin hung over his massive jaws.  Slightly cocked ears added to his pugnacious look.  Beneath his ears, short, velvety taupe fur covered the loose skin that formed deep wrinkles above his eyes.  Sparkling with confidence, his dark brown eyes seemed to dare his opponent to come closer.


11.  What is the organizational structure of this paragraph? ______________________________
12.  Underline the transitional words/phrases that serve as your context clues.
	     Other than the fact that both are talk shows, The Jerry Springer Show and Oprah display few similarities.  As a host, Oprah is charming, witty, and professional.  She encourages rapport with her guests by empathizing in a gentle way.  On the other hand, Jerry Springer seems brash and outspoken.  He incites riots by goading people.  Violence is a central theme in his shows, which have titles such as “Newlyweds Headed For Divorce.”  Punching people and chair throwing are common occurrences on The Jerry Springer Show.  In contrast, Oprah's content is more respectable, with shows about exercise, best-selling books, and celebrities.  Even though the guests on Oprah's show are enthusiastic, they never jump up and crack someone over the head with a chair.  Oprah's audience may be calmer because it consists mainly of women in their 30's to 50's while Jerry's audience contains teenagers and people in their 20's.  It is probably safe to say that neither audience is interested in the other's show!


13.  What is the organizational structure of this paragraph? ______________________________
14.  Underline the transitional words/phrases that serve as your context clues.
	     Years ago I saw a sketch in an English book that showed a man crawling along a tight rope stretched between two cliffs.  One cliff was labeled “What I Used To Think” and the other was labeled “What I Think Now.”  The rope was labeled “Transition.”  The only thing wrong with the image is that the tightrope makes the act of transitioning appear difficult.  In truth, it's quite simple.  Transitions alone don't build bridges.  Writers can embed transitional words and phrases such as these in a sentence: However, In the same way, Nevertheless, Secondly, and On the other hand, but their mere presence does not automatically create a transitional sentence.  Both ends of the bridge have to be indicated in the sentence for it to be classified as a transition sentence.


15.  What is the organizational structure of this paragraph? ______________________________
16.  Underline the transitional words/phrases that serve as your context clues.
	1.  Bring chicken broth to a boil in a 2 quart or larger sauce pan and stir in the couscous.  Cover the pot and remove from heat.  Let stand for 5 minutes.

2.  In a large bowl, whisk together the olive oil, lime juice, vinegar, and cumin.  Add green onions, red pepper, cilantro, corn, and beans and toss to coat.

3.  Fluff the couscous well, breaking up any chunks.  Add to the bowl with the vegetables and mix well.  Season with salt and pepper to taste and serve at once or refrigerate until ready to serve.     


17.  What is the organizational structure of this paragraph? ______________________________
18.  Underline the transitional words/phrases that serve as your context clues.
	     In 1873, Chester Greenwood invented the “Champion Ear Protectors,” or earmuffs, in Farmington, Maine.  Chester was an ice-skater whose ears got really cold.  He cut a piece of wire and asked his grandmother to sew cloth pads on the ends.  Then, when he skated, Chester's ears were warm!  His friends laughed at first, but they changed their minds and asked Chester to make earmuffs for them, too.  Chester Greenwood patented his invention and became rich and famous.  Every year, there is a winter parade in his honor in his hometown, and everyone who goes to the parade wears earmuffs! 


19.  What is the organizational structure of this paragraph? ______________________________
20.  Underline the transitional words/phrases that serve as your context clues.
	     Almost all podcasts start bad and get better.  The biggest improvements to your podcast will come from you getting better and more comfortable, and you don't need equipment before that.  Now, that said, once you do buy equipment...I'd get a decent microphone first.  A $100 microphone can make a huge difference over your USB headset.  Your second purchase ought to be a decent mic preamp.  By boosting levels before they get to the soundcard, you'll overcome most of your noise and sound great.  After that, either a premium soundcard or a USB converter would make sense.  But again, if you have what you need to start, don't rush this stuff.  


21.  What is the organizational structure of this paragraph? ______________________________
22.  Underline the transitional words/phrases that serve as your context clues.
