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Literary Terms 

1. Short Story - 

2. Round Character - 

3. Dynamic Character - 

4. Flat Character - 

5. Static Character – 

6. Characterization - 

7. Direct Characterization - 

8. Indirect Characterization – 

9. Protagonist - 

10. Antagonist - 

11. Conflict - 

12. Internal Conflict - 

Examples - 

13. External Conflict - 

Examples - 

14. Plot - 

15. Exposition - 

16. Setting - 

17. Rising Action - 

18. Climax - 

19. Falling Action - 
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20. Resolution - 

21. Theme - 

22. Flashback - 

23. Foreshadowing - 

24. Symbol - 

25. Figurative Language - 

26. Simile - 

Example - 

27. Metaphor - 

Example - 

28. Personification - 

29. Irony - 

30. Verbal Irony - 

 

31. Situational Irony - 

 

32. Dramatic Irony - 

 

33. Allusion - 

34. Suspense - 

35. Imagery - 
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Biography and Autobiography Study Guide 

On page 673 of your literature book you will find a short article with information on biographies 
and autobiographies.  Use this article to answer the following questions.  Make sure to write in 
complete sentences. 

1.   What is the difference between a biography and an autobiography? 

 

2. What are some of the details that a biographer would need to research in order to write a 
biography about an individual? 
 

 
3. What kind of research does someone need to conduct in order to write in his/her own 

diary? 
 

 
 

4. What types of details do you think the reader expects from an autobiography? 

 

5. What do you think is the advantage of the perspective of a biography? 

 

 

6. What do you think is the advantage of the perspective of an autobiography? 
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 Dudley Randall  

Ballad of Birmingham 

(On the bombing of a church in Birmingham, Alabama, 1963) 

  

"Mother dear, may I go downtown          

Instead of out to play,  

And march the streets of Birmingham  

In a Freedom March today?" 

"No, baby, no, you may not go,  
For the dogs are fierce and wild,  
And clubs and hoses, guns and jails  
Aren't good for a little child."  

"But, mother, I won't be alone.  
Other children will go with me,  
And march the streets of Birmingham  
To make our country free."  

"No, baby, no, you may not go,                                                 

For I fear those guns will fire.  

But you may go to church instead  
And sing in the children's choir."  

She has combed and brushed her night-dark hair,  
And bathed rose petal sweet,  
And drawn white gloves on her small brown hands,  
And white shoes on her feet.  

The mother smiled to know that her child  
Was in the sacred place,  
But that smile was the last smile  
To come upon her face.  

For when she heard the explosion,  
Her eyes grew wet and wild.  
She raced through the streets of Birmingham  
Calling for her child.  

She clawed through bits of glass and brick,  
Then lifted out a shoe.  
"O, here's the shoe my baby wore,  
But, baby, where are you?" 
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Point Of View 

 

Narrator The voice of the story or the speaker 

Three view points possible Omniscient, first-person, third-person limited 

Omniscient (uses 3rd person pronouns-he, she, 
they) 

“all-knowing”-the narrator is not a character in 
the story and never refers to himself or herself 
with the pronoun “I”.  This narrator tells us 
everything about every character including his-
her thoughts and feelings. 

First Person One of the characters in the story is talking to us, 
using “I”, the first person pronoun-this character 
is the narrator and we only know what he/she 
sees and hears about events in the story. 

Third Person (limited) The story teller or narrator zooms in on one 
character in the story.  The reader witnesses the 
events of the story as this one character 
witnesses them, and shares in the character’s 
reactions to these events.  What the reader 
knows about the other characters is limited. 

 

Now go back to the stories that we have read so far and decide what the point of view is of each. 

Story Title     Point of View 

1._________________________   _________________________ 

2._________________________   _________________________ 

3._________________________   _________________________ 

4._________________________   _________________________ 

5._________________________   _________________________ 

6._________________________   _________________________ 

7._________________________   _________________________ 

8._________________________   _________________________ 

 



7 

 

Dr. Horrible's Sing-Along Blog 

 

There are many conflicts that arise in the short film Dr. Horrible's Sing-Along Blog.  Explain 
three conflicts and tell what type of conflict each one is.  Then explain how this conflict is 
similar/different to a conflict in one of the short stories that we read in class.  Use the notes 
below to help you. 

Conflict-The meeting of opposing forces; may be interior (i.e. two forces inside one 
character), exterior; when some person or force opposes the protagonist. 

Man vs. Man-When a man is in conflict with another person. 

Man vs. Nature-When something external is getting in the way of man’s goal causing 
conflict, i.e. man vs. a storm. 

Man vs. Himself-When a man is in conflict with himself; has internal issues. 

Man vs. Supernatural-When man is in conflict with some mysterious being, i.e. God, 
spirits, poltergeists, etc. 

Internal conflict-Conflict takes place entirely within a character’s mind. 

External conflict-A character struggles against an outside force. 

 

Conflict #1 

 

 

 

 

Conflict #2 

 

 

 

 

Conflict #3 
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3.  Basic Situation                  

Plotline worksheet for “_________________________________” 

Diagram the plot for the story using the appropriate spaces for each element in the story.  

  

 

          Climax:  

             

                  

             

             

             

                   Falling  

                   Action: 

Rising Action:            

             

       

         Conflict: 

 

        Man vs. ___________  

             

                     

             

                  

             

             

             

                                  

Exposition 

1.setting            

             

             

                                                                   

             

  2.  Main Characters                                                              Resolution 
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3.  Basic Situation                  

Plotline worksheet for “_________________________________” 

Diagram the plot for the story using the appropriate spaces for each element in the story.  

  

 

          Climax:  

             

                  

             

             

             

                   Falling  

                   Action: 

Rising Action:            

             

       

         Conflict: 

 

        Man vs. ___________  

             

                     

             

                  

             

             

             

                                  

Exposition 

1.setting            

             

             

                                                                   

             

  2.  Main Characters                                                              Resolution 
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Freshman English Literary Elements Exam Review 

 

**For this exam, review your entire packet as well as any notes we took in class.  Make sure you 
understand ALL of the literary elements. 

 

Fiction: 

“The Necklace” by Guy de Maurpassant 

1.   What examples of external conflict exist in the story?  Internal conflict? 

 

2. What is the basic plotline of the story? 

 

3. As the story begins, why is Madame Loisel so unhappy with her life?  Do you think the 
author wants the reader to sympathize with her unhappiness at this time?  Why or why not? 

 

4. How does Madame Loisel’s husband respond to her disappointment over the invitation? 

 

5. Why is Madame Loisel so happy when her husband suggests that she go to see her wealthy 
friend, Madame Forestier?   

 

6. What symbolic meaning does the necklace have for Madame Loisel when she wears it? 

 

7. How does Madame Loisel change over the ten years she works to pay off the cost of the 
necklace? 

 

8. Why is the ending of the story ironic or surprising? 

 

“The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard Connell 
9. Why is the Island called Ship Trap Island? 

 

10. How does Rainsford come to the island? 

 

 

11. Explain how Zaroff’s treatment of Rainsford changes during the story. 
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12. What three tricks does Rainsford use to elude Zaroff?   

1. 

 2.  

 3.  

13. Explain how Rainsford breaks the rules at the end of the story. 

 

14. Explain why Zaroff considers himself “civilized”.  In what ways is he “uncivilized”?\ 

 

15. Compare and contrast Rainsford’s attitude about hunting with Zaroff’s. 

 

16. Do you think Rainsford will continue to hunt?  Explain your answer. 

 

“The Gift of the Magi” by O. Henry 

17. If you were Della, how would you feel about the gift you received? 

 

18. How do Jim and Della feel toward each other? 

 

19. What does Della do to get the money for Jim’s present? 

 

20. How does Jim react when he sees that Della has cut her hair?  Why does Della 
misunderstand Jim’s reaction? 

 

21. How did Jim get the money for Della’s gift? 

 

22. How does he react to the watch chain?  Why does he react this way? 

 

“The Cask of Amontillado” by Edgar Allen Poe 

23.   What kind of person is Montresor?  Fortunado? 

 

24. Explain how Montressor persuades Fortunato to come to his house. 
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25. Find two hints that Montressor gives to Fortunato of what he intends to do. 

 

26. What happens to Fortunato at the end of the story? 

 

27. What character traits make Fortunato such easy prey for Montressor? 

 

28. Why does Montressor keep urging Fortunato to come back? 

 

29. Give two examples why Montressor could be an unreliable narrator. 

 

30. In your opinion did Fortunato really insult Montressor?  Explain using an example from the 

story. 

 

31. Give examples of irony in the story. 

 

32. What type of mood or atmosphere does Poe create in the story? 
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Non-Fiction & Poetry: 

“Beware:  Do Not Read This Poem” by Ishmael Reed (p 124) 

33.   What figurative language does the poet use in this poem? 

 

34. What kind of verse is used in this poem? 

 

35. What are the two stories the poem tells? 

 

36. By what means is the reader “pulled” into the poem? 

 

37. What about the poem is unconventional? 

 

“Caged Bird” by Maya Angelou (p 293) 

38.   Why do you think that the life of the free bird is described first? 

 

39. How has the caged bird been crippled? 

 

40. What is the main message in the story? 

 

41. What good, if any, results from each caged bird singing? 

 

“Sympathy” by Paul Lawrence Dunbar (p 292) 

42.   How is the bird in the poem like the people in “When I Lay My Burden Down”? 

 

43. What is the bird’s condition in the poem? 

 

44. Why is the bird singing? 

 

45. What does the bird represent? 
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46. Where does the poet use vivid sensory imagery in the poem? 

 

“Ballad of Birmingham” by Dudley Randall (page 6 in packet) 

47.   Where is there irony in the poem? 

 

48. What is the ballad? 

 

49. What is the point of the poem? 

 

ADDITIONAL LITERARY TERMS TO KNOW 

Biography      Satire   Mood   Autobiography 

Fiction   Nonfiction  Ballad   Connotation 

Free verse  End rhyme  Hyperbole  Denotation 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

     


