After finishing The Miracle Worker, you will begin this short unit packet to ensure that you have gained mastery knowledge concerning the elements of this play.  Of course, you may work with a partner to complete this portion of your task.  Well, what are you waiting for?  Let’s get started!  



Novel questions

Name:  ______________________




Pd. ____


Essential questions:  


Topical questions:  

1.  When does language become 

1.  What is Helen’s method of language 

communication?  Define language
before Annie Sullivan’s arrival?

Define communication


2.  Why isn’t Helen successful in







communicating with her family







before Annie’s arrival?

3.  Why is Helen finally successful?  

2.  How does language allow us

1.  What does Helen’s system of 

to shape each other’s minds?  

language serve as communication

How do we use language to make

before Annie’s arrival?

learning more efficient and
2.  Explain how Annie’s system will 

persuade others? 



help Helen learn how to effectively 







shape other’s minds and persuade 







others.  

3.  Where  does resiliency come

1.  How might Annie Sullivan have

     from?  How can we build it?

    influenced Helen’s resiliency?

     How can we tear it down?

2.  How might Helen’s resiliency be







    altered if Helen’s dad would have







    been given control over Helen’s 







    education?  

Get your thinking caps on, and let’s begin!



The Miracle Worker

By William  Gibson

     Set in the 1880’s, The Miracle Worker is the story of Helen Keller and her amazing journey to communicate with the world.  Helen suffers from a horrible fever at the beginning of the play and is left deaf, dumb, and blind.  Annie Sullivan, another young lady who had previously been blind, becomes Helen’s teacher when Helen is only six and a half years old.  Determination leads Helen into the world of communication in this riveting play.  William Gibson is asking you to consider what language is and the effects communication has on us and everyone around us.  Gibson also wants you to consider how an indomitable spirit can build resiliency.    

1.  Think about what you already know about deafness, dumbness, and blindness.  What are some of the difficulties associated with these afflictions?  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What are qualities that Helen might possess to allow her to thrive and ultimately be able to communicate despite these obvious difficult and excessive challenges?  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




      The practice of institutionalizing the blind has a history that reaches back thousands of years.  In the 1700’s, doctors recommended the creation of institutions for the blind.  By the 1800’s, if you were wealthy, you would be able to enroll your child in an institution to be educated with an elementary level education.  Think about Helen Keller’s situation in The Miracle Worker.  How determined would you be to communicate?  Would you become discouraged by the obstacles Helen encountered in the story and give up?  Keep in mind the idea of resiliency, and you will obtain insight into your character and personality.  

1.  What do you think resiliency means to you?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What obstacles in your life have you struggled against?  What has the struggle taught you about yourself?  How did the struggle make you stronger or weaker?  To what do you attribute the victory over the struggle?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Background regarding blindness:  

     Blindness means many different things to many different people.  First, there is total blindness.  This condition leaves an individual with no form or light perception.  Glasses, contacts, or magnifying glasses do not assist an individual who is totally blind in the process of seeing with the eye.  The other form of blindness is partially blind.  Individuals with this type of vision impairment have the ability to see light and forms.  In The Miracle Worker, we will learn that Helen Keller is left totally blind.  By learning a bit of background about this grueling condition, The Miracle Worker will mean more to you.  

     In the early 19th century, people who were blind were thought to be ignorant and were unable to reason or process thought.  Helen Keller was born in 1880, and by this time, institutions had been created to deal with the “problem” of the blind.  Since many still believed that blind individuals were destined to remain ignorant for their entire lives, most families institutionalized their loved ones so that the family might be able to lead a normal life.  Little thought was given to the blind person’s existence.  Blind individuals still need to dress, eat, function in daily life, and stay safe, but how would an individual who was thought to be ignorant learn how to do these things without the ability to communicate?  

     Deafness is another disability that Helen faces in The Miracle Worker.    Deafness is the inability to hear.  When an individual is born deaf or becomes deaf at an early age, that individual’s language development and socialization is greatly affected.  

     Helen Keller was born like any other bouncing, healthy baby girl in 1880.  Yes, she was born with sight, but at the age of eighteen months, she developed a tremendously high fever which left her blind and deaf.  Being blind and deaf has many severe disadvantages.  Think about some of the disadvantages.

1.  Decide what types of qualities and traits an individual would need to have in order to rise above these severe disabilities and be able to survive and thrive.  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  How does learning how to function independently change for you when you are faced with disabling circumstances like Helen’s disabilities?  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Discover what you know about language

Think about the different ways to communicate language.   Consider the challenges persons with disabilities face and list ways they might use to learn language thus making it possible to communicate with the world around them.  After considering the obstacles a blind-deaf individual might face, discuss how one might communicate with others and the world around them.  
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What are you waiting for?  Let’s get started on the questions!
Act I:

Questions:  

1.  How does Kate discover that her baby is blind and deaf?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  How many years elapse between Helen’s infancy and the paper doll scene with Percy and Martha?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  What does Helen do that shows she know Percy is talking?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  How does Helen react when Martha removes her hands from Percy’s mouth?  Why?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Why is Helen troubled by Aunt Ev’s towel doll?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  How does Helen show that she wants her mother?  Is this language, communication or both?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7.  Why do the Keller’s give Helen treats?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  On page 29, Kate asks Annie what she will teach Helen first.  What is Annie’s response, and what is the significance of this?  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  What happens during Helen’s and Annie’s first meeting?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  After the incident when Helen locks Annie in her room, Annie witnesses something that Helen does.  What is it that Helen does, and how does Annie react to it?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Literary Analysis:  Characterization

According to Aristotle’s Poetics, each character in a drama has a distinct personality.  Helen’s personality comes through extremely clear in this work.  Find two passages that demonstrate what Helen’s and Annie’s personalities are like.  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are the effects of spoiling a disabled child?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Act II
1.  What does Annie feel is her greatest obstacle with Helen?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Kate tells Annie that the Captain says that spelling to Helen is like spelling to a fence post.  What does this imply?  What can we determine about the Captain from these comments?  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Why is the word pity used so often in the dining room scene?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Why does Annie insist that everyone leave the dining room during breakfast?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Explain why James says to Annie before leaving the dining room, “If it takes all summer, general.”  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  What occurs during this dining room incident between Helen and Annie?  Why is Kate overcome with emotion?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7.  What is Captain Keller’s reaction to Annie’s work with Helen? ________________________________________________________

8.  What is it that Annie believes is Helen’s worst handicap?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  James tells Annie that sooner or later we all give up.  What is Annie’s response to this, and what is the significance of Annie’s beliefs on this issue? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  Where does the family take Helen to be alone with Annie for two weeks?  ___________________________________________________
11.  How does Helen respond to her new surroundings?  _________________________________________________________
12.  How is Annie feeling at the end of Act II?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Critical analysis:  
Describe the relationship between James and Captain Keller.  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where do we see foreshadowing in this play?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What purpose do the flashbacks of Annie’s dead brother Jimmy serve to the play?  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What else could have the Keller’s done with Helen before Annie’s arrival?  Would she have been better off in an institution?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why doesn’t Annie retaliate when her tooth is knocked out, stabbed with a needle, and locked in her room by Helen?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why makes us know that Helen wants to learn how to communicate?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Act III

1.  Describe the tension between James and Keller.  What is Kate’s advice to James?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  What is wrong with Helen’s eighteen nouns and three verbs?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Annie says Helen’s fingers ache to speak, but something in her brain is asleep?  What does this imply about language?  Communication?  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Annie wants words to take the place of what for Helen?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Explain what Annie is talking about when she says “…everything we feel, think, know – and share, in words, so not a soul is in darkness” ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________6.  Keller says that Annie has  taken a wild thing and given back a child.  What does this  mean?  And why isn’t Annie satisfied with this result?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7.  How does Helen behave during her  welcome back dinner?  _________________________________________________________
8.  What does James do to stand up to his father?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.   What  happens  at the pump?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  What  does  Annie sign and whisper to Helen that shows she can now move  ahead  in her own life?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Literary analysis:  

How might Helen’s life be different if Keller were in complete control?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thoughts and Themes:  

In drama, what a play means is often much more significant than the plot of the story.  What are some of the meanings or themes of this play?  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lastly, we couldn’t forget Freytag!  Yes, Freytag’s pyramid is used to analyze the elements of drama.  You remember all about Freytag!  Let’s go through and label the events of the Pyramid!  




1.  Exposition:
2.  Rising Action:

3.  Climax:

4.  Falling action:

5.  Denouement:






          








See, that wasn’t too painful, was it?  No only have you completed perhaps your first experience with a play, but you have learned  that drama is a useful way to teach, learn, and grow as an individual!  You have learned that interactions with others – different than facts in a book – help us enter the world of others and explore how they feel about events.  Now let’s get ready to expand your brain power a bit more with our missions!  Your brain will be overflowing with a wealth of information.  Oh, think of the places  you’ll go now!  One of those places will be language and communication exploration and resiliency.  Let’s get started!  
Language


And


Communication











