“The Lady or the Tiger?”
I. Before Reading– Free Write/ Class Discussion 
1. Would you trust your life to a friend? Explain.
2. Which is a stronger emotion – love or jealousy? Explain?
3. How completely can one person ever know and understand another? Explain.
II. Comprehension 
On a separate piece of loose-leaf, answer the following questions in complete and meaningful sentences.

1. What was your reaction to the ending of the story? How would your reaction be different if you knew what was behind the door on the right?

2. a) In the kingdom described in the story, what happens when a person is accused of a crime? b) Why do the members of the community support this method?

3. a) What is the young man’s crime? b) Why are his actions considered criminal?

4. a) What does the princess do when the young man is in the arena? b) What motive does she have for sending him to his death, and what motive does she have for saving his life?

5. The story is told from the third-person point of view at the beginning. How does the point of view change, and what is the effect of the change?

6. Why do you think the story ends with a question instead of an answer?

7. Most stories end by telling the readers what happened to the main characters. This story lets the readers decide what happens. What is your opinion of this type of ending? Explain.

8. In what ways is the king’s justice similar to flipping a coin to decide an important question?

9. At what point is the young man’s fate actually decided? Explain.

III. Literary Analysis—Plot and Conflict (Pair)
1. Fill in a plot diagram.

2. What conflicts does the young man have? Are his conflicts internal or external? Support your answers with details from the story.

3. Why is the princess’s internal conflict so central to the story?

IV. Creative Writing 
Obviously, there is no resolution to the short story “The Lady or the Tiger?” Your job, in more than 200 words but not more than 500 words, is to write the ending. You must first write the last line of the next-to-last paragraph of the story: “She had known she would be asked, she had decided what she would answer, and, without the slightest hesitation, she had moved her hand to the right.” Now, continue with your ending. Your final activity should either be typed or written neatly in ink. It should be double-spaced. 

