English 9 Vocabulary 
Words and Roots 
Directions – You will learn the definitions for the roots and words in this packet. Each week you will take a quiz so you may demonstrate this knowledge; you will need to know full definitions as the format has different ways of evaluating what you’ve learned (there can be any combination of matching, write-in definitions, sentence-writing, etc.). The weekly sheet will tell you which sections to learn, but continue to study all the definitions from the previous weeks: they show up on later quizzes. The final quiz is long and tests your knowledge of all the roots, and a vast number of the words. 
Most of the definitions here are literal to show the association between the root and the word. However, they are used in a variety of ways; if you look up the definitions in the dictionary, you will see that there are several variations of meaning. It’s important to understand that words can often begin with this literal meaning, but that people are creative, and use words creatively: meanings change according to use. 
I’ve also worked to make this list more interactive. For some words, I’ve put other roots in bold. These do not appear on this list, but maybe you know them. Please feel free to look up the definitions for these roots, as well as other roots that I haven’t highlighted. In addition, there are times where I’ve linked some entries to the literature that we’ll read this year. Finally, some words are great for understanding concepts in your science and global studies classes.
Root 1 
 a/an – not, without

abyss (n) -  an immensely deep chasm that seems to be without end
achromatic (adj) - without color

anhydrous (adj) - without water
Root 2  
agri/o – farming
agriculture (n) – the science, art, and business of farming
agribusiness (n) – a large-scale, money-making money effort through farming and its related


parts
agrarian (adj) – relating to or concerning farming land, its ownership, or cultivation
Root 3 
ambi – both, on both sides, around
ambidextrous (adj) – able to use both hands with equal skill

ambiguous (adj) – open to more than one interpretation (*Find another definition for this word: use a source that has a different way of explaining it. The reason? It’s a difficult word to understand and use, but it is an important one especially in understanding and communicating arguments.)
ambient (adj) – of the surrounding area or environment; completely surrounding
Root 4 
ben/e – good, well (If you know Italian, this is a word that has the same meaning.)

benefactor (n) – person who gives money to a cause
beneficial (adj) – producing a good effect  or result
benevolent (adj) – marked by or disposed to doing good
*Shakespeare names one character in Romeo and Juliet “Benvolio.” What type of person do you think he is?

Root 5 
cerebr/o – brain

cerebral (adj) – pertaining to the brain

cerebrate (v) – to use the power of reason; think
cerebrospinal (adj) – pertaining to the brain and spinal chord

Root 6  
clar – clear

clarification (n) – an explanation that can make something clear
clarify (v) – to make something clear

declare (v) – to state something clearly

Root 7  
cogn/i - know

cognition (n) – the act or process of knowing; (also) the product of such a process
incognito (adj) – disguised so no one knows you

recognize (v) – to know or identify from past experience or knowledge
Root 8 
di – two/twice

dichromatic (adj)  – displaying two colors

diploma (n) – a certificate, literal meaning is “a letter folded double”

dilemma (n) – a situation that requires a choice between two alternatives

Root 9 
dict – speak

contradict (v) - to express the opposite opinion

prediction (n) - a statement foretelling the future

dictate (v) - to speak out loud for another person to write down

Root 10  
endo – within, inside

endotherm (n) - a creature that can keep its inside temperature fairly constant, or warmer than its environment

 endocrine (adj) - relating to glands that secrete directly into the blood or lymph system

 endogamy (n) - the custom to marry within one's clan, tribe etc.

Root 11  
esth/aesth – feeling, sensation, beauty

esthetician (n) - someone who beautifies

 aesthetic (adj) - pertaining to a sense of beauty

 kinesthesia (n) - the sensation of bodily movement

Root 12  
fore – in front of, previous, earlier

forebear (n)  – an ancestor (when used in speech and writing, it is usually used as “forbearer.”) 
In Romeo and Juliet, Romeo uses the verb “forbear” during a fight scene. What is the meaning of that variation of the word? Why do you think it changed from the noun form? 

 forebode (v) - to give an advance warning of something bad

 forecast (n) - a preview of events to be

Root 13
ger – old age

geriatrics (n) - medicine pertaining to the elderly

 gerontocracy (n) - the rule of the elders

 gerontology (n) - the science of aging.

Root 14
hem/o/a – blood

hemorrhage (v) – a rapid and uncontrollable loss of blood from a blood vessel 
hemoglobin (n) - red blood particle 

Root 15 
junct  - join

conjunction (n) - a word that joins parts of sentences (“and,” “or,” “but,” and others)

disjunction (n) - a disconnection, separation

 junction (n) - a place where two things join
Root 16 
kine/t – motion, division

kinetics (n) - study of the force of motion
psychokinesis or telekinesis (n) – movement of physical objects by the mind
Root 17
loqu, locu – speak

eloquent (adj) - speaking beautifully and forcefully

loquacious (adj) - very talkative
elocution (n) - art of public speaking
Root 18
magn/a/i – great, large

magnify (v) – to make larger (figurative too)
magnificent (adj) – grand
magnate (n) - a powerful person, especially in business or industry
Root 19
micro – very small, short, minute

microbe (n) - a very small living thing
microchip (n) - a tiny wafer with an integrated circuit
microscope (n) - a device to see very small things

One of your literary terms during Lord of the Flies is “microcosm.” Can you guess part of its meaning!

Root 20
mon/o – one, single, alone

monochromatic (adj) – having or consisting of only one color

*monologue (n) - a speech spoken by one person
monotheism (n) – doctrine or belief in one god

*Also a literary term. There is a special kind of monologue known as “soliloquy.” What root is included in that word? Here’s a hint: you’ll find it later in this packet.
Root  21
neo – new, recent

neoclassicism (adj) – a revival of art and culture for “classic” times: usually imitative of ancient Greece and Rome (This should help you with some social studies concepts.)
neocolonialism (n) - the indirect ("new") economic and political control of a region by a more powerful foreign power
neonatal (adj) – of or relating to newborn infants
Root 22 
omni – all 

omnipotent (adj) - all powerful

omniscient (adj) - knowing all things
omnivorous (adj) - eating all foods (animal, vegetable, ect.)

(One of the best books I’ve ever read is The Omnivore’s Dilemma. What are omnivores?)
Root 23 
pater, patri – father (Do you know the root for “mother”?)
paternal (adj) – characteristic of a father; fatherly

paternity (n) – the quality or state of being a father

patriarch (n) - a man who rules a group
Root 24 
re – again, back, backward

rebound (v) -to spring back again
rewind (v) - to wind something backward
recognize (v) - to identify someone or something seen before
Root 25
rupt – break, burst

interrupt (v) - to break into a conversation or event, to disturb
rupture (n) - a break in something

Root 26 
sol – alone (This root has another meaning not related to “alone.” Do you know what it is?)
desolate (adj) - lonely, dismal, gloomy
solitary (adj) - done alone, by yourself
solo (n) - a performance done by one person alone
Root 27 
sub – under, lower than, inferior to

submarine (n) - an underwater boat
submerge (v) - to put underwater
substandard (adj) - inferior to accepted measures of quality
Root 28 
trans – across, beyond, through

transcontinental (adj) - across the continent
transfer (v) - to move from one place to another
transport (v) - to carry something across a space

Root 29 
urb – city

suburb (n) - residential area on the edge of a city
urban (adj) - relating to a city
urbanology (n) - the study of city life

Root 30 
ver/i – truth

veracious (adj.)- truthful, honest
veracity (n) – adherence to the truth; truthfulness

verify (v) - to make sure that something is true
